


Government TransparencyGovernment TransparencyGovernment TransparencyGovernment Transparency
• A fundamental concept of 

Government 
accountability and 
ddemocracy

• Freedom of Information 
ActsActs

• Administration 
Procedures ActsProcedures Acts

• Published Government 
AuditsAudits

• Etc.



What do we mean by What do we mean by yy
Transparency?Transparency?p yp y

• Citizens access to 
informationinformation

• To aid their 
d t di funderstanding of 

government decision 
kimaking process



Why transparency?Why transparency?Why transparency?Why transparency?
• AccountabilityAccountability
• Check against mismanagement and 

corruptioncorruption
• Public confidence
• Informed citizens participation in process



ConcernsConcernsConcernsConcerns
• Privacy: needsPrivacy: needs 

and rights
• Public Order• Public Order
• National Security



Financial TransparencyFinancial TransparencyFinancial TransparencyFinancial Transparency
• Allows citizens to seeAllows citizens to see

– How public funds are going to be spent
Invested– Invested

– Explain the efficiency of public programs



NebraskaSpending comNebraskaSpending comNebraskaSpending.comNebraskaSpending.com
• Enables citizens toEnables citizens to 

access government 
spending viaspending via 
interactive web

• Clickable & Scrollable• Clickable & Scrollable
• Non editorial



How we did itHow we did itHow we did it…How we did it…
• Internal Cost $13,000
• State Records Board grant $25,000

– Making available government information, g g ,
electronically.

• Intergovernmental partnerships- dataIntergovernmental partnerships data 
sharing



The ProjectThe ProjectThe ProjectThe Project
• “Most of the Data” is already availableMost of the Data  is already available

– Government reports
• Comprehensive Annual Financial Report• Comprehensive Annual Financial Report
• Annual Budget Report
• The Budget- Legislative and Governor’sg g
• Investment Report

– Each agency annual reportg y p



These are HUGE These are HUGE 
documents!documents!

• CAFR
• Annual Budget Report
• Budget documentBudget document
• Invest Report



How we put the site togetherHow we put the site togetherHow we put the site togetherHow we put the site together

•Data Compilation
•Accuracy Check
D t t i t b•Data put in to web 

format
•Double check with State•Double check with State 
Agencies for privileged 
informationinformation



www nebraskaspending comwww.nebraskaspending.com



Other Great SitesOther Great Sites

• Missouri- • Texas-Missouri
http://mapyourtaxe
s mo gov/MAP/Port

Texas
http://www.window.
state tx us/comptros.mo.gov/MAP/Port

al/Default.aspx
• Kansas

state.tx.us/comptro
l/expendlist/cashdri
ll php• Kansas-

http://www.kansas.
gov/kanview/

ll.php

gov/kanview/


